
From the Pastor . . . . 

E very fall we 

start up a 

weekly Bible study 

that is led by me, 

Pastor Tim, and as 

you know I am in 

my third year of 

seminary and have 

learned so much 

about this great holy 

text that we have 

been given.  It has now become a great blessing in my 

life to share this knowledge as our group studies the 

scriptures together.  In our study together, we examine 

and analyze the text through the various points of  

view as we consider what our church tradition has 

historically taught from our text of the day.   
 

We also focus on the detailed descriptions found in the 

text of ‘who is speaking’, ‘what is being taught’, and 

‘where does this story take place’.  Then finally we sit 

in silence as the text is read again and wait for a fresh 

insight to be revealed, for we believe that the Bible 

still speaks to us with new insight.   
 

Another reason I invite you to attend is because of the  

fellowship we have together.  Our Bible Study is also 

a place of prayer and support for each other.  It is a 

place where the students and I get to know each other 

better and share the stories of our lives.  So please 

consider joining us as we listen together for what the 

Word of God is revealing to us today and how God is 

working in our lives.  

We meet every Thursday at 10:30am.  

 Pastor Tim 
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To  our Church  

Family and Friends,  

Have a Blessed  

Holiday Season! 

Upcoming events  . . . . . . . . 

October 15th— Soup Luncheon 11 to 2 p.m. 

Tickets $8.00 adult to age 11, $4.00 age 5-10. 

 

November 6th and 13th—Deacons will be  

Collecting for Turkeys to assist families for 

Thanksgiving $10.00 each 

 

November 12th—Annual Craft Show        

from 9 to 2 p.m. 

 

November 27th—Hanging of the Greens 

 

December 3rd—Chicken & Noodle Dinner.   

A new event.  Starts at Noon and goes till 3 p.m.  

We are also going to have a bake sale that day. 

 

December 4th—We will be having an Advent  

Festival!  There will be crafts for Adults and      

Children, food, fun and fellowship!   

  

December 4th and 11th —  The Deacon’s will 

be  collecting for Angels to give to the Needy. 

 

December 24th—Christmas Eve Service 

 4:30 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day Service at 10:00 a.m. 

 

“Come to Bible Study” 



T he Worship Committee is in charge of the 

Sanctuary and all of us take care of fellowship.  

Our church family does a great job doing this and 

we thank you.  We take care of the banners, oil for 

the candles, Worship Assistants and we straighten 

out the church after services. 

 

Whenever we have special Sunday events, we are 

so thankful that our church family makes this  

happen.  We try to make our church look inviting 

for visitors and fundraisers.  On November 27th 

after church service we will be Hanging the Greens 

and preparing the way for our Savior.  Food will be 

served also.  Then, on December 4th, we will have 

an Advent Festival where we will have some crafts 

for our congregation to do.  Invite some friends, it 

is a fun time and of course, there will be food! 

 

God Bless, Deb Martinez and Terry Leonard 

 

 

 Holiday missions with The Deacon’s  
 

J ust think…. how 

would you feel 

if you had no 

Thanksgiving 

turkey on the  

dinner table? Or 

had no presents to give to your children for     

Christmas? Sadly these are things that many of our 

own neighbors have to worry about. To help those  

in need the Deacon’s will be selling Turkeys and 

Angels to help families offset the expenses of the 

upcoming holidays.  

 

$10.00 each To financially assist families for 

Thanksgiving.  

 

$10.00 each To financially assist families for 

Christmas.   
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Fundraising Committee 
 

A s you know, the Fundraising Committee took 

a much needed “summer vacation” this year.  

Fall is now upon us and the end of 2016 is fast 

approaching.  The committee met recently to make 

final plans for several upcoming events.  

 

 Mark your calendars for Saturday, Oct. 15, from 

11 pm-2 pm and plan to attend our next Soup 

Luncheon.  The cost will be $8 for ages 11-adult, 

and $4 for ages 5-10 with those under age 5, free.  

The menu includes a large variety of soups, tossed 

salad, bread, beverages, and dessert.  We can 

always use your special pot of soup or a dessert!  

A sign up chart for items needed is available.  

 

Saturday, November 12, from 9 am-2 pm will be 

our annual craft/vendor show and bake sale.  Half 

of our available tables have been rented.  Do you 

know any crafters or vendors who would be   

interested in participating?  Only $20 per table this 

year. Don’t forget to stop at the kitchen while here 

to enjoy lunch.   

 

Saturday, December 3, from noon until 3 pm we 

will be having a chicken and noodle luncheon.  

The cost will be $8 for ages 11-adult, and $4 for 

ages 5-10 with those und 5 free.  The menu will  

be chicken and noodles, mashed potatoes, green 

beans, beverages, and dessert.  Sounds good  

already!  Along with the luncheon there will be a 

Christmas bake sale.   

 

So, again, mark your calendars and tell your 

friends and families of these upcoming events. 

 

As a committee, we work together to bring these 

events to you and the public, but remember the 

success of our events is made possible by your 

donations of needed items, participation at the 

events, and you helping to spread the word to 

others.  For all that, we are very thankful. 

     

Bonnie Gibson and Dennise Furnish 
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Financial Update 

 

A s you all know, we have been struggling            

financially here at First Presbyterian Church for a 

number of years.  Last fall, we were at the point of  

wondering how much longer our doors would or even 

could remain open.  An opportunity arose, discussions 

and meetings were held, and it was decided to share  

Pastor Tim’s ministry with Christ Presbyterian Church 

in Winfield.   

 

At the end of December, 2015, we held a $4240.87  

deficit (an increase of $447.65 from the previous year).  

This deficit had been increasing yearly with no means  

of relief to be seen.  Unfortunately, we lost several 

members and the costs of operating the church in all  

aspects increased. 

 

The year 2016 is showing great improvement.  Our    

income is down from 2015 due to declining attendance 

but our financial responsibility to Pastor Tim has also 

decreased with his partnership with Winfield.   

 

As of the end of August, we had a positive balance of 

$583.25, a difference of nearly $5000 from last year at 

the same time.  Naturally, this figure does fluctuate 

monthly, but we are at a point of being able to meet our 

obligations much easier. 

 

The Building and Grounds committee has done so much 

to help keep our expenses down by doing repairs and so 

forth themselves when able.  Our future is looking 

brighter with your continued support.  The 2017 budget 

will be prepared in the upcoming months, hopefully 

without the cuts in expenses that we have had to make in 

the past just to make ends meet. 

 

Yours in Christ,                                                                                                        

Dennise Furnish, Treasurer                                                                                                             

 
Christmas Giving 

 

T his Christmas holiday the session has voted to 

help local families that are in need of rent and 

utilities.   Through First Contact and other local 

churches we will be able to give the gift of rent 

and utilities to those less fortunate.  Assisting with 

rent and utilities isn’t as much fun as buying a toy 

for a child, but it is much more practical and very 

much needed.  On Sunday, November 26th we will 

have little paper house tags on our Christmas tree.    

An envelope will be attached to the tag and you 

may either mail your donation in, or place it in the 

offering tray.    There is NO set amount to         

donate….it’s whatever you wish. 

 

Happy Holidays from The Session 

Kandy Kane Lane 

Craft Show  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 12th 

9:00 am. to 2 p.m. 
 

Lunch will be available! 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

6225 Lute Road, Portage 
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Church Family Birthday’s 

September 

6—  Bob Misner 

16— Eunice Dearing 

24—Mark Antone 

25—Debbie Martinez 

 

 

October 

1—Gail Feulner 

 3— Carl Fox 

 7 —Jackie Bartley 

14— Bonnie Gibson  

19—Susan Brown 

27— Helen Vasquez 

 

November 

  6— Jennifer Mulvihill 

12— Melissa Reyna 

14— Abby Holstein 

16–   Lynn Kostbade 

23—Sandra Leonard 

December 

 

 7— Pat Charlson  

  7— Patricia Mc Leod 

12—Pastor Tim Reyna 

16—Beverly Caywood 

22—Steve Furnish 

Past Soup Luncheons . . . . 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYERS: 
If you would like to request prayer for a specific concern,  
please contact Pastor Tim  at 762-4914, or you can reach him 
on his cell phone at 219-617-0668. 
 

NURSING HOMES:  Helen Vasquez, Dorothy Hastwell,  

  

        

May 

16—Dorothy Hastwell 

16—Terry Leonard 

19—Shelby Gibson 

22—Linda Roque 

31—Gary Brown 

 

 

June 

2—Randel Dearing 

4—Dennise Furnish 

10—Judy Cooley 

13—Pat Watson 

15—Mary Antone 

26—Bob Caywood 

July 

 

15—Gene Holstein 

20—Richard Furnish 

24—Freya Fogarassy 

27—Ed Justice 

August 

 

 1—Eleanora Justice 

 1—Ruth Riegle 

25—Nora Reyna 

April  

6— Bonnie Howerton  

21—Michael Dearing  

22—Lois Roy 

27—Marilyn Zengler  

28—Irma Sheets  

January  

2— Jacob Howerton  

18—Diane Misner  

21—Vicki Harrison 

26—John Harrison  

February  

4— Ruth Eckhart  

6— Ron Howerton  

8—Cindy Dearing  

20—Beverly Gulledge  

23—Stefanie De Marco 

March  

3— Skip Whitlow  

4— Michael Roque  

28—Barb Whitlow  

 

   Don’t forget!  

We just stocked 

up on pierogies!  

We will be     

selling them at 

all of our special 

events or you can call the office on        

Thursday’s .  If we are not available, 

leave a message. 


